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CARLSON SCHOOL’S JOSEPH M. JURAN CENTER PARTNERS WITH MN COUNCIL FOR QUALITY ON SIX SIGMA FORUM
The Joseph M. Juran Center, part of the University of Minnesota’s Carlson School, and the Minnesota Council for Quality are pleased to announce that they will partner to facilitate a Six Sigma Forum.  The next meeting will be held in the first quarter of 2007 (date to be announced soon).   
“This partnership will offer an opportunity for participants to tap the Minnesota Council for Quality’s large and growing statewide network,” says Jim Buckman, co-director of the Center.  “In addition, collaborating with the Council allows the Joseph M. Juran Center to focus on other programs and services we offer our stakeholders, so this was a natural partnership to create.”

Brian Lassiter, president of the Council agrees: “The Council’s mission is to help organizations improve their performance, and organizations increasingly have choices of many effective techniques and frameworks.  Six Sigma is a proven framework used by hundreds of Minnesota organizations.  It only seemed natural for the Council to collaborate with the Center to offer a forum that brings leaders together to share information and best practices on what makes Six Sigma effective.” 

The Six Sigma Forum (formerly called the Six Sigma Focus Group) was started five years ago by the Joseph M. Juran Center to gather researchers and organizational leaders to share best practices and knowledge in the areas of Six Sigma, Lean, Design for Six Sigma, and related process ideas that accelerate enterprise improvement.  The forum was also designed to provide Carlson School faculty and Ph.D. students with an opportunity to gather ideas for research.  Over the years, the group has grown from a small “focus group” into a more formalized program that attracts an average of 35-40 quality practitioners (Black Belts, Master Black Belts, and related experts) to a discussion.

“We are excited to further our relationship with the Joseph M. Juran Center,” says Lassiter.  “The Council continues to search for ways to build networks across the state so that organizations can learn and benefit from each others’ good practices.  We’re confident that we can together build upon the Center’s successful forum, making it more valuable to organizations using Six Sigma and related techniques.  We also view this forum as a way to create additional value for our growing community of member organizations.”

To be added to the Six Sigma Forum distribution list, please e-mail your contact information to juran@csom.umn.edu.

About the Minnesota Council for Quality

Founded in 1987, the Minnesota Council for Quality is a non-profit corporation that advances improvement and performance excellence within organizations, individuals, and communities.  The Council helps leaders identify strengths and improvement opportunities, and we build networks that bring information, resources, knowledge, and best practices to organizations desiring to improve.  We do this by offering services such as our Baldrige-based organizational assessments (and Minnesota Quality Award), the Performance Improvement Network, the Consultant Referral Network, and the Improvement Clearinghouse, and by collaborating with other non-profits that focus on improvement.  The Council has over 280 members, representing more than 160,000 employees in and beyond Minnesota.  For more information, please visit www.councilforquality.org. 
About the Joseph M. Juran Center
The mission of the Joseph M. Juran Center is to discover and disseminate knowledge to help leaders develop a permanent quality advantage.  Through its fellowship program for graduate students, its biennial summit for corporate and academic leaders, its educational offerings, and its body of knowledge repository of research and discovery, the Center is stewarding the evolution of Dr. Juran’s vision for a Century of Quality.  For more information, please visit www.csom.umn.edu/juran.
# # # #

